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"THE NEW BOOKS."

This i« the title of an article in the official paper
of Monday night last, (the 29th December,) the ob¬
ject of which is to show that the public debt of the
United States was increased during the Administra¬
tion of Mr. Tvlek, which it pleases the official
editor to consider as a Whig Administration, by the
amount of $10,363,717.87. This increase the edi¬
tor charges upon Whig inefficiency and Whig ex¬

travagance ; stating that 44 Whig promises of re¬

trenchment and economy end in millions of debt,
and that44 this is the manner in which the Demo-
» cracy predicted they would fulfil their boastful
4 undertakings." ,^We might perhaps "have"permftled this Misstate¬
ment of Whig deeds to pas*, as we domany others,
without notice, had not the government paper ac¬

companied it with the intimation thai its table was
44 compiled from the Records of the treasury De¬
partment, and can be relied upon."
Jo show how far the statement is to be 44 relied

upon," we will not go further back with our inves¬
tigation than the commencement of Mr. Van Bu-
ren's Administration in 1837, because we shall be
enabled to show by a reference to public documents
thai whatever increase took place in the public debt
during the 44IVIiig" Administration, as the govern¬
ment paper calls it, from 1841 to 1845, was owing
to the excessive expenditures of the 44 Democratic"
Administration of Mr. Van Buren, from March,
1837, to March, 1841, when the people placed the
reins of Government in other hands.
By consulting page 5, public document No. 2, of

the first session of the Twenty-seventh Congress,
it will be found that,44 from the year 1816 to 1837,
' » period of twenty-one years, the revenues con-
* stantly exceeded the expenditures. I he average
4 annual surplus during that time was $11,464,226
. 87, making an aggregate excess of $240,748,764
* 27. Within that time there was applied to the
4 extinction of the national debt $208,792,127 44,
4 and there was deposited with the States $28,101,-

*
4 644 91, and there remained, on the 1st of Janua-
« ry, 1837, in the Treasury of the United State*, including
4 the fourth instalment due to the 8tatoa,
. a surplusof. $17,109,473 26

»? There were also outstanding debts due
« Vo the Treasury, from other sources than
4 those of ordinary revenue, and which were
. paid between 1st Jaiiuary, 1837, and 4th
. March, 1841 9,134,747 00

««There were also issued within that pe-
* riod, and outstanding on the 4th March,
. 1841, Treasury notes to the amountof.. . 5,648,512 40

« Making the aggregate available means
'« which were in the Treadhry on the 1*
* January, 1837, and which came into it
« prior to the 4th March, 1841, over and
. above the current revenues 31,882,732 66.'
The amount left in the Treasury

on the 4th of March, 1841,*when the
Whig Administration of Gen. Har¬
rison commenced, was 572,718 46

showing that the Democratic Admin¬
istration of Mr. Van Buren expend¬
ed during its continuance 31,310,014 20,
or $7,827,503 55, annually, over and above the or¬

dinary revenue of the country. A pretty com¬

mentary, this, upon Democratic economy ! Here
is a Democratic President commencing his official
duties with a surplus of seventeen millions of dollars
in the Treasury; receiving during his continuance
in office nine millions more from other than ordi¬
nary sources ; borrowing, by issuing Treasury notes,
over five and a half millions besides; and leaving in the
Treasury, as means wherewith his Whig successor

was to carry on the Government, little more than
half a million of dollars ! 44 Thus," in the language
of the document to which we have referred, 44 were
4 the expenditures pushed beyond the amount of the
4 revenue. They were made to absorb the surplus
. in the Treasury and the outstanding debts due lo
. the United States, so that the Treasury was, on
* the 4th March, 1841, exhausted of it» mean*, and
* subject to heavy and immediate liabilities. It
? was already burdened with a debt incurred in time
« of peace, and without any adequate resources cx-
« cept the authority granted by law to augment
* that debt."

Such was the position of affairs when the Admi¬
nistration of the Whig President, Gen. Harrison,
commenced. Here was no seventeen millions of
dollars to commence operations with. Here was

no prospective receipt of nine millions of dollars
more from extra sources. No ; these two amounts
Htad been expended, a debt of $5,648,000 contract¬
ed, and a paltry half million of dollars left in the
Treasury! Was it not time that a 44 set of 4 new
? books' should be opened in the Departments at
« Washington, and that confusion and extravagance
. should give place to regularity and economy !"
If the Whigs did ''proclaim" that "new books"
ought to be opened at the Treasury, had they not
good reason to do so ?
The official editor says, however, that these new

books having been opened, an inspection of them
shows that the public debt increased during the late
Administration in the sum of $10,363,717 89. Now
it will be found that, in June, 1841, the Secretary of
the Treasury reported (see Senate document of that
session, No. 10) that there was then an aggregate of
debts and deficits (created by the preceding Admi¬
nistration) to be provided for, 44 in this and the en¬

suing year," of $12,088,215 18. This was a le¬
gacy of debt and liability bequeathed to the 4411 hxg
Administration by Mr. Van Buren s Democratic
Administration. Now, if this has been paid off,
and the national debt (taking the 44 Union s figures)
has been increased only $10,363,717 89, then cer¬

tainly the Whigs, instead of adding any thing to the
public debt from 1841 to 1845, contrived, though
the control of the Government passed out of their
hands almost as soon as it got into them, to reduce
the public debt (notwithstanding the deficiency of
the revenue in 1841 and 1842) nearly two millions
below the amount of the debt and liabilities which

they found in existence on the 4th March, 1841.
Yen, such is the simple fact. If Mr. Van Buren'h
Administration had provided for all the debt* "Which
it contracted, as it ought to have done, or had left any
revenue out of which they could have been paid, then
the Whigs (under all their disadvantages,'%nd taking
the "Union's" calculations) would have left the
public debt two millions of dollars less than they
found it; and this, too, without haviug had the ad¬
vantage of a single dollar of extra revenue, whilst
the Demooratic Van Butch Administration managed
to get rid of nearly thirty-two millions of dollars of
funds of that description.

Besides, at the close of the last Administration
the Whig policy left nearly eight millions of dollars
in the Treasury, while the Democrats left only
§572,718, making a difference of over forty millions
pf dollars between the economy of the Democratic
and of the Whig Administrations, in favor of the
latter and against the former. j

Truly, the official editor <Kv>eH>es the thanks of
his party for having opened this discussion.

MARYLAND.
The Ijegislature of the State of Maryland con¬

vened at Annapolis, agreeably to law, on Monday
last, and on the following day both Houses were

duly organized for business.
The Senate re-elected William Wili-iams as the

President of that body, and Joseph II. Nicholson
Clerk; and the House of Delegates chose as its
Speaker William S. Waters, and George G.
Brewer Clerk. There are Whig majorities in
both branches of the Assembly.
A proposition has already been made on the sub¬

ject of " Reform," in the shape of a motion to elcct
a committee to inquire into the expediency ol taking
a vote of the people on the question of calling a

Convention to revise the State Constitution. But
this proposition, being considered premature, in ad¬
vance of the Governor's Message and other busi¬
ness necessarily attendant upon organization, was
laid upon the table.
The Message of Governor Pratt was expected

to be laid before the Legislature yesterday.
SOUTH AMERICA.

In giving accounts by the late arrival from Buenos
Ayres, the New York Sun says that several num¬
bers of the Diario are filled with a correspondence
between the Argentine Secretary of State, the Eng¬
lish and French Ministers, and the United States
Charg6 d'Affaires, Mr. William Brent. The An¬
glo French proposed a peace, but not on terms ho¬
norable to the Argentines. Of course this was re¬
fused ; and in one of the Secretary's letters to the
French Minister, we find the following:
"The undersigned would aiao manifest to your Excellency,

and to his Excellency the Minister Plenipotentiary of her Bri¬
tish Majesty, that this Government has already announced the
dignified and friendly interposition of the gentleman Charge
d'Affaires of the United States, that the Government has ac¬

cepted it, and that, in such a ease, it would not be able to
take into consideration any incident or circumstance, in con

nexion with subjects of pacification, without the concurrence
mm! parliript«'U"i ofjsaiil Charge d'Aflaw* ; nor will this Go¬
vernment fail to fulfil an obligation to Vhich it is so strongly
hound by considerations and exigencies of great weight; for
in no case would it wish to untie the bonds of faithfulness with
which it preserves the relations of a j>erfcct understanding with
the Government of the United States."
The number of the forces of the English and

French allies at Montevideo is 2,390 men.

GEORGIA.
The Legislature of the State of Georgia adjourn¬

ed I»pt Thursday. The Senate, in which the De¬
mocrats had a majority of two or three vote*, re¬
fused to go into an election for a United States Se¬
nator. Of the acts of the legislature we condense
the following from the Savannah Republican:
The tax law of 1R<2-M3 was so amended as to tax all

agencies and individuals that represent the interests of banks
of other State* within the limit* of Georgia. The ajnount
exacted is onc-ftmrth of one per ccntum on the amount of ex¬
change bought or aold, Ac.
The existing law in regard to the granting of lands was also

amended. Tnc present rate (2ft) is retained until the 10th
of February, when the price is to be reduced to $ 10, instead
of $f>, as contemplated by the act of 1843. It ia hoped that
this change may 1* of material service to the treasury.
The bill for the extension of the Western and Atlantic Rail¬

road to Croes Plains was passed. It authorizes an issue of the
lionds of the road for this purpose to I he amount of #60,000
per annum. Theee bonds are predicated upon the profits of
ibe road.
The bill exempting the wages ofjourneymen mechanic* and

tailoring men from garnishment has become a law.
All the bills inrorporatitig manufacturing companies finally

[mssed. The restrictions imposed njwn them are regarded as

merely nominal, if they do not hold out actual inducnnenl*
to capitalist* to invest their means in this particular branch of
industry. Each stockholder is Unind for the debts of the com¬
pany in propoiJ.i<»n to the amount of his stock ; but the debts
are at no time to exceed half the amount of the capita! actual¬
ly paid in ; ao that, ualess there is a positive violation of the
charter, no stockholder can lose more than Italf the amount of
his investment.

Upon the whole (says the Republican) we arc inclined to
think that thia I^egisJalurc has done beUer than the public had
any right to antieipnte. Every important measure proposed
by the administration, except the tax bill, has been carried.
The court bill, the trust-fund bill, the central bank bond bill,
the several railroad bills the manufacturing bills.eveVy thing
except the tax bill and the woman's bill have finally paased.
I* it not singular that thee* two measures should have fallen
together ' The one was intended to '.equalize the hurdrnt
of the people, the other to returns, the ri^hti of a class
«' without whom the world would l»e a wilderness".and a very
barren one at that.

An extract of a letter dated at Lima on the 7th
of September staU* that the United States squad¬
ron have all left there fur Honolulu, to take in pro¬
visions, and from thence proceed to the coast of
Mexico. The country remained in perfect tran¬

quillity, and was likely to remain so, unless a dis¬
turbance should take place with Bolivia, of which
there was some appcaraucc.

Important Decision..Judge Pope, of the Unit¬
ed States District Court for Illinois, has decided, in
a case whore a tax-title was set up against the paten¬
tee, that a sale made Tinder the revenue law of
1838 and 1839, where the sale had been made by
one Sheriff and the deed executed by his successor
in office, was invalid and conferred no title ; there
being no authority in the act for the second Sheriff
to execute a deed for lands sold by his predeces¬
sor. The decision, if sustained by the United
States Supreme Court, will affect many titles
throughout the Slate.

The Hon. Henry Clay left Ashland a few days
since for New Orleans, on private and professional
business. He expects to be gone several months,
and may probably visit Cuba during the winter.

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

New York, December 30, 1845.
The minora from Washington, which daily reach

this city, are so variable and conflicting, that no

dependence whatever can be placed on a tithe of
them. One advantage however, is derived from
them. They are making a strong impression upon
the public mind that tho Administration never con¬

templated a war with Great Britain on the subject
of Oregon ; that their sole object was to create po¬
litical capital by defiance and menace. They an¬

ticipate a check in-the (Senate to their projected
measures for creating difficulties ; and to effect
this, they rely upon a few of their own party unit¬
ing with the Whigs, and thus preserving the peace
of the country. Such opinions are rapidly gain¬
ing ground in this community, insomuch that every
tyro in politics will laugh in your face when you
talk to him of war.
There is another feeling which seems W be

growii; .1 the community, but especially the
Whig tanks. They say, as the President and his
followers are striving U> flMku political eapiUl owt-
of the present state of the times, indulge them. Let
no opposition be made to their war measures. Let
the Locofoco majorities have all they require. Their
war measures will necessarily require the means of
defence. To procure these money to a large
amount must be obtained. All these things are per¬
fectly understood by the Administration, and before
they will hazard a war, they will hearken to the
voice of reason and common sense. Whether this
is good logic, or would be souud policy, is a dis¬
tinct question. It is certain, however, that many
intelligent men entertain and arc propagating these
sentiments.
The Nashua Gazette states that the West India

Mail Company havefourteen splendid steamers of
from 1,200 to 1,500 tons burden, which form a

semi-monthly line, running between England, Ber¬
muda, Madeira, South America, Mexico, and the
principal West India Islands. Every one of these
vessels, it is said, by a contract with the English
Government, is built expressly for a war steamer,
and can be converted into one in a few days. Each
vessel is provided with duplicates of its machinery;
a portion of its armament is stowed in the hold, and
she carries constantly an officer of the English Na¬
vy, who is authorized to take command of her in
certain contingencies. Depots of coal, too, in im¬
mense quantities, arc found at St. Thomas, Bermu¬
da, Grenada, Kingston, Havana, Vera Cruz, and
other ports, some of which arc within twenty-four
hours' sail of our own coast. The same arrange¬
ment is said to exist with the Cunard and other
Mail Companies. The Gazette adds: " We have
seen it somewhere stated that the number of steam¬
ers included in this arrangement with the Govern¬
ment of Great Britain is more than sixty."

Senator Levy, of Florida, has rendered himself
somewhat conspicuous by his proposition to pur¬
chase Cuba. In making the proposition, it is said,
he acted without authority, and even without con¬

sulting the Ijocofoco leaders. It is rumored, also,
that President Polk is greatly dissatisfied with the
movement of the Senator, and that he has so ex¬

pressed himself to his political adherents, who make
no secrct of the sentiments entertained by the Presi¬
dent on this subject.
The harmonious Democracy of Tenne*#oe ap¬

pear to be somewhat convulsed. They are afflict¬
ed with spasmodic affections in relation to their
newly elected Senator, Mr. Turney. Thirty-one
members of the legislature have denounced Se¬
nator Turney as a traitor to the mild and benignant
reign of King Couch*. But the thirty-one do not
stop her*. They add: 44 In our deliberate judg-
4 ment, Mr. Turney has forfeited the respect and
. confidence of his party, and in this sentiment we
. have the fullest assurance that we have the entire
. eonnrrrence of every true Democrat." This, I
presume, is intended also as a slap at that portion of
the party which refuses to join in the denunciation.
On Tuesday, the 6th of January, the Legislature

of this State will convene at Albany. It will pro¬
bably be one of the most uninteresting and least
important sessions that has occurred in many years.
Delegates to a Convention to form a new Consti¬
tution are to be chosen in April next. I say to
form a new Constitution, because, though nominal¬
ly to amend the present fundamental law, 1 do not
believe that the modern reformers will consent to

spare a time-honored sentence of the instrument.
The older a section or clause may be, the stronger,
with them, the reason for its destruction. As all
parties arc looking with some anxiety to the Con¬
vention, it may fairly be presumed that there will
be but little legislation this winter, and that strictly
of a local character. While the self-styled Reform¬
ers and Levellers are managing and intriguing to
secure the election of suitable Delegates to the
Convention to accomplish their objects, the fanatics
will take charge of the Legislature, and urge upon
that honorable body the passage of laws to correct
the morals of the jwoplc.
No man living is a warmer friend of the Tem¬

perance cause than your correspondent; no man is
more sincerely gratified with the progress it has
made ; but I do not admit that a reformed drunkard
has, because he has.been a drunkard, any special
privilege or right to assail and traduce those who
have never mado beasts of themselves, but who
have used and continue to use liquor in their fa¬
milies moderately, and as reasonable men ought to
use it. The temperance cause is becoming a trade.
When that shall be the case, its influence and its
usefulness will soon be gone.

I have been led to these remarks in reflecting on
the measures which will be brought before our Le¬
gislature at the approaching session. Among them
is one, the object of which is to prevent the sale of
spirituous liquors in tho city of New York. Now,
I repeat, I do not believe in legislating any people into
morality ; nor do I believe that any intelligent man
in the community will have the hardihood to assert
that the temperance cause would havo advanced as
it has done if, at the beginning, a reliance had been
placed on the enactment of laws such as arc now

sought.
One remark more and I have done with the sub¬

ject. Many of the men who arc advocating the
passage of a law restraining the sale of liquors be¬
long to the class of " reformed others arc selfish
partisans, hoping to make political capital for their
own purposes by mounting the temperance hobby.
What is true in this State is true elsewhere, let
every man, therefore, in his own vicinity, notice
the brawlers on this subject, examine their general
characters and probable motives, and he will be sur¬

prised to find how few there are embarking in this
cause with motives purely philanthropic, and how
many have sinister views. Away, then, with all
legal enactments to promote the cause.of temper¬
ance. I<et it rest, as it has heretofore done, on the
advice and persuasion of the pastor, on the example
of respectable citizens, and on the conviction of the
drunkard that he is sinning against his own soul,
and the peace, prosperity, and happiness of his
family and friemls,

A CALM OBSERVER.

DEBATE IN THE SENATE.
......

Tuesday, DEcewiiiR 30, 1845.

OREGON.
The following resolution*, offered yesterday by Mr. Hak-

nkjaw, coming up :

I. Rrt»h*ilTbat the country (Minded within the parallels
of forty-two degree* and fifty-four decree* forty
latitude, and extending fnun the Hocky Mountains
cilic Ocean, known as the Territory <»t Orejon. h
and part and parcel ot tl»e territories ol the United Slates.

ii. Re*oh<ed, That there exists no power in this Government
to transier its soil and the alliance of Us ciliaens to
luinion, authority, control, and subjection ol any foreign
cr, Frinee, State, or Sovereignly- ,.

t>nr_3. Rrsoh ot, That the abandonment or aurrender of any por¬
tion of the Territory of Oregon would be an 0
the honor, diameter, and tiie best inlcreats ol the American
people.
The resolutions having Iteen read.

- Mr HANNEGAN roue and said that, as the Senate wax

not at present full, he would ask that these resolution* ho
made the special order for eomc luture day, and he would
name next Monday week as the day.
Mr \RCTB5K suggested to the Senator from Indiana that

sufficient time plight to be allowed, before the resolutions were

brouflki up fa" final aetiou before the Senate, tliat they mightL pffil^nJwfKeted upon, nor only by ^ M»U-by
the community. He thought it would be better to prolong
somewhat the time named by the Senator, and to order that
the resolutions be printed.

Mr HANNEGAN thereupon moved that the resolutions
be printed, and made tlio ai«cial order for the third Monday in

January.
Mr GAU40UN said he did not rise to oppose this motion,

but to reoucst thai the Senate would permit him to make a

few prefatory remarks before suhmittuig the amendments
he intended to move to the resolutions now lwforc the Senate.

Mr. President, (said lie,) though I cannot give my support to
theae resolution*, 1 am very much gralilied that they have been
moved by the Senator from Indiana. Whatever objections
there may be to them, they have at least the merit ot being
direct, open, and manly. They deny, in direct terms, the
authority of this Government to make a treaty in reference to
the Oregon territory, and denounce, as 1 understand them, by
implication, the pro]Kwitions that have been already made by
our Government to settle the boundary by a division along the
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude. It the Senate should
support these resolutions, it is clear that the question can only
be settled Uiermfter by force of arms; and should this be the
case, and a war be commenced between this country and Great
Britain, no peuce. can ever take place between the two coun-
tries but by ouc dictation at the cannon 8 mouth.

Mr. Presides!, the vote upon these resolutions will draw a
broad line, which cannot be misunderstood, between those
who arc in favor of settling the question by an appeal to

arms, and tho* in favor of a more pacific course. I mysellZta f«* Of . r»i«c coorae.of .n ..IjuMmen,, if pna*.
liy IM-Rotialion i »i«l under the" <!<¦«¦ »o<l imprewon., Mr.
President, I have prepared a series of resolutions antagonisti-
cal to those of the Senator from Indiana, and asserting tli
opposite principles, which I propose to move >y WJ>
amendment to the resolutions of the Senator, andI «k aU
that they lw printed. I think it la a proper occasion for avow¬
ing the sentiment* which I entertain upon this subject. I am
for pe.ee, if peace can l»e honorably preserved I am in fa¬
vor adjusting the difficulty, if it can be adjusted, by negotia¬
te , if it cannot be adjured by negotiation, I am in favor of
that course to be pursued by this Government which shall
throw the onus of a war from our own shoulders upon Grea
Britain. I approve of die course taken by this Government
in offering the 49th parallel, under all the circumstances oltiie case, as the boundary. I believe that the desire of the
Executive is, like my own, foi peace.for an honorablepee©,
but if an honorable i>eace cannot be preserved, it we arc o

have war, I will at,U s,and by my country in every emergen¬
cy. I shall never be found antagonist to her, though o^r-l.v those who take an opposite view from my own. Hut
should a war take place, it is not going to beM ord^**jjand while I will give every support to my
tho-e rew>ou.*bUs who rashly i«reciptUto the country into a

war Sk, on a deliberate -view ol the question, 1 hope tliat

conclusion to avert a war if poeable ; hut «f we bhnl
be united as one man in suj^ort of tlie country.

Mr. C.'s resolutions were then read as follows
Rnohfil, That, the President of the UuitedJ®"*1"*"'cr *'bv and with the advice and consent of the Senate, t

nulke treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senate present

.Raoh+d, That the pow.-r of making treaties embraces that
of settling ar.d fixing boundaries betw. cn the Umj." 1

possessions of the United Stales and th..e ot otl.t r P(»wera, in
cases of conflicting claims between tliem in referenee to

"jtetefcrrf, That .however clear their claims may be, m
opinion, to "the country included within
» .d 54° M north latitude, and extending Irom the ItocayMmmLn. lol, Pacific Ocean, known, as the 1 err,lory- ot
Oregon," there now exists, and have long existed, coi,n.Ltmg
claims to the possession of the same between them and (.real
Bntaia Uk- Jjnstment of which have been frequency the sub¬
ject of negotiation between the retpeetivc (.ovcrnmeii,J

thnrforr Tliat the President ol the United States
i rkrhtfidlv the nower, under the Constitution, by and with

ol the members present concur, to adjust by treaty Hit. clam
of the two countries to the said territory, by filing a bound-

newiinr the ofler in the spirit of peace and compromise, to y.ZS!21Sw 3 ""..i. U»* »¦'"'.31of the two countries to the* Mid ten y»î the character, and the be*,mtcreaU of
the American people,'" or exceed the power verted in him by
the Constitution to make treaties.

Mr H\NNEGAN observed that the two first propositionsoft8m** Ln South Carolina he suppo^d wouId .;contested l»y any one. All that was stated in them wagj|*r-fectly correct. He, for one, at leart could have
jectiou to any thing that they contained. As for the residue,
however, th« y presented matter for senou* consideration, at

M with him, for they direct., conflicted w.th th^ipWwhich he had laid down. 11 is only intention p^J »

over, waste make a few remarks in reply to what had faUe,
froth the Senator from South Carolina, who
the resolutions introiluced by him, (Mr. Ha* 0
nlication at anv rate, conveyeil a censure upon the I rweueniSTTl" 8.u-i <*rMr. 11.) I 1»J u.

of easting a censure u{»on the President.
Mr. CALHOUN observed that he had not chargedi the

Senator with any such intention. He had merely
bv implication, the reaoluUons conveyed a censure upon tne

President, on the ground of being willing to surrender a por¬
tion of the territory of Oregon.

Mr. HANNEGAN resumed. The .ouM °e^jtaiSy not -leny that tlie whole a-i-ct
sinee the time when, in consequence of the peremptory and
nlmost insolent refund by the British negotiator of the pro-
position for a division at the ifilwithdrawn by the Government ot the United States, but it it

were not so, if at any time and ujmhi any foum him-
self differing from the ExecuUve, be was afrv e ma andent.UeJto the free exercise of his own opinion, and though tic as

the political friend of the President, and expected ^I . rontinue vet if the President, on any occasion, should a»-

.1 L'round which he could not endorse, he claimed tor

his ouinions as the President had to communicate his own to
inkndin,. »i.hio,. « tojn* j.^rrmurc o|«i U» Ho ««. thr «' '<"T

hiul a nuht U» express his views in relation to all matters perZing to S. Goveriiincnt; but he would repeat diat he
nxMint to convey no censure upon the Prettdcnt.
The Senator from South Carolina had said that the' resolu¬

tions were plain mid direct, coming at once to thej*nnt, and
.hat the adoption of them, if he had understood U* ^nB^'would iieroasaiilv involve this country in a war. Sir. said
Mr H if the adoption of resolutions which contain the im-

mutaMe ^imiples Sf truth bring war up..n us, lot war come

W hat American is there who, through fear of war, would
hesitate to declare the truth in this Chamber > I am alaofor
peare sir. I shrink back from the thought of war aa muchL the Senator from South Carolina himself can. I love peace,
hut when peace becomes degrading and dishonorable, a war

even of extermination would be preferable.
The Senator says that war, when once commence,!, can

only l<e terminated at the cannon's mouth. Sir, I for one pro¬
claim fore that if a war with Great Britain upon the Oregon'n,,, should occur, I should wish it never to he terminatedIntil at the cannons mouth we ourselves shall dictate the

.r n-ftc,. The Senator intimates that, if we pursue
the course indicate.) by these resolutions, we are to be i'binged

a.1- i.^o a war. If ifbe rashnews no to bring on war, and
the supporters of these resolutions are to be held rcapon-
hie, I for one fear not the responsibility. Sir, there has been

n singular court*: pursued upon Oregon matter*, aiul I must
I detain the Senate one moment in relation to it; it contrast*
so strongly and no widely with the course pursued upon a pre-

I < isely similar question, the annexation of Texas. Texas and
Oregon were born at the same instant, and cradled in the
same cradle.the Baltimore Convention. They were adopted
at the very same' instant throughout the land, and not a mo¬
ment was allowed to be lost while Texas was hurriedly brought
into the Union, while the peculiar friends of Texas did all they
could to strangle Oregon.

Kir,,the country is not blind ; the people sue and comprc
bend. It is a most singular state of things; and here we are
told that we must Iks careful, and not come iii collision with
(Jreat Britain about a disputed boundary ! Hut if it were

with feeble Mexico that we were aliout to come in collision,
we would then heiir no such cautions. There was a question
of deputed boundary between this country and Mexico, and
those who have a right to know something of the history of
that boundary told us that our rights extended only to the
river Nucccu. How did we lind the friends of Texas moving
on that occasion > Did they halt for a moment at (he Nueces'
Mo, sir, at a single liouiid they cross the Nucces, and their
war-horses prance .ujwu the banks of the Rio del Norte.
There was no negotiation tlien.we took the whole ; but
when Oregon is concerned, it is ail proper and right to give
away an ftnpirc, if .Lngland asks it. Bo far as Oregon is
concerned, I, for one, representing the people I do, will never
vote for any treaty yielding an inch of ground below 54 dc-
groes and 40 minutes north.

Mr. I'AJ.KOUN said he mutely unu to allude to a single
remark which applied to himselt personally. The Senator
horn Indiana had endeavored to draw a contrast l>ctwecn his
(Mr. C. s) course upon the Texas question, ami his course

upon this. The views which governed me (said Mr. C.) u|vn
that question, govern me also ujioii this. I pursued in refer-

I ence to I cxas what I conceived to be the best course. If T
acted boldly and promptly on that occasion, it was because
boldness and promptness were necessary to success. It was
the gulden opportunity : and one year's delay would have lost
I cxas to lis forever. If I am for more deliberate measures on

this occasion, it is not liecause I am not a friend to Oregon.
On the contrary, Oregon has no letter friend than myself}
there is no one who would venture more to save it. But it
is asked why I do not pursue the same course of action as in
regard to Texas. If the gentleman will refer to my remarks
in 1843," he will find that the views which governed me then arc

the same with those which govern ine now. I believe that
precipitancy will lose you Oregon forever.no, not forever ;
but it will lose you Oregon in the first struggle, and then it
will require another struggle hereafter when we become
stronger to regain it.

I will not go into this question now ; I am prepared, when
it coines up for discussion, to show, if argument can show, that
ihe principle involved in these resolutions, so far from gainipg
Oregon, will for the present lose every inch of that territory;
and it is on that account, as much from the fear of losing
Oregon as from the desire of avoiding war, that I have pro¬
posed amendments to the Senator's resolutions. Sir, if my
advice had been pursued we should never have been involved
in this controversy at all. I now act under circumstances not

produced by myself, and I will do the best I can to save the
territory of Oregon, which I hold as valuable as the Senator
from Indiana himself can do. If you institute a comparison
l>ctween Oregon and Texas, I would say (hat the former is as

valuable to us as the latter, and I would as manfully defend
it. If the Senator and myself disagree, we disagree only as

to the means of securing Oregon, and not as to its importance.
I Sir, I intend to say nothing about censuring the President; I
I simply said that, by implication, a censure would lie conveyed.

I do not suppose that the Senator intends to reflect upon the
I President; but there can bo no diligence, as far as this ques
lion is concerned, between the lime when the proposition for a

division at the forty-ninth |«rallcl was made and now. It Was
as sensible then as it would be to rejteat the offer now.

Mr. llAYWOOD said he rose merely to submit a motion
that the subject should be made the special order for a given
day. After having given a great deal of attention to the sub¬
ject, he had arrived at the conviction that it did not become the
Senate to interfere In the matter at present. He had a rea¬

sonable confidence in the President, and inasmuch as the Con¬
stitution of the county had conferred on him the power of
conducting the negotiation*, therefore, until he saw proper
to call in the aid of the Senate, or until the Senate thought it
incumbent on them to advise him to surrender all negotiations,

I and the subject should he transferred to the Semite legiti
J mateTy, and the Bxrcmivr shsisM kiw ¦.nhrH bis hands of

it, he thought until this took pfcee the Senate would be acting
improperly to interfere in the matter. But when once legiti¬
mately transferred to the Senate, be would then be reedy, in
the love of country and the fear of Ood, to take pert in the
settlement of the question. But until then he ahould oppose
all proceedings which would have the effect either of censur¬

ing or of lauding the President pending the negotiations. In
making this remark he did not mean any more than what the
Senator from South Carolina himself meant in reference to

I the original resolutions.namely, that a censure might be un¬
derstood to be conveyed by implication ; that the passage of

I a resolution declaring it a violation of honor to surrender any
I part of Oregon was an implied censure upon the Presideni
I who had authorized a proposition for such surrender.

He was on this ground, adverse to the original resolutions,
and he was quite as much opposed to the amendments ; l«-
causc they might !>e considered as conveying a species of praise
which he was not prepared to administer to the President.
When the question should come up hereafter, he intended to
make a motion which would, if it prevailed, preclude all fur¬
ther proceedings upon the subject. He intended to move that
ihc whole subject lie laid upon the table.

Mr. CALHOUN disclaimed any intention of lauding the
President, nor did he accuse the gentleman from Indiana of

any intention to censure hiin. It was very certain, however,
that the sense of the Senate, when taken upon the original
resolutions and the amendments, would show very clearly the
views entertained with reference to the settlement of the Ore¬
gon difficulty. Those who agreed with the honorable mover

of the original resolutions would rcjoct all further negotiations;
thoee on the opposite side would lie disposed to continue the
negotiations. That was the whole amount of the matter ;

and his solo reason for moving the amendments was that the
sense of the Senate might lie fully taken.

Mr. ARCHER said it seemed to him to he a matter of no

great importance w hat dispisal the Senate might finally make
of the two proportions now before them. Ha considered it
chiefly of consequence as displaying the views entertained by
individual Senators ; and he merely rose at this time for the
purjwsc of expressing his profound satisfaction at the course

taken by the distinguished Senator from South Carolina. He
had had occasion to express his views ujwn the subject here¬
tofore. He came here imbued with apprehension, but he
hailed the attitude taken by the Senator as an undoubted
omen of peace. And from 'his place there he proclaimed the
glad news. And why » They of that side of the House
found on the other side memliers enough to sustain them in
the ground which they were going to take.

Sir, (said Mr. Archer,) when I speak of peace, I disdain
to say that the word means no other than an honorable peace.
If there are any in this Senate who are willing to make any
sacrifices of national honor, they will not, after such a delin
quency, dare to exhibit themselves in the face of the popular
indignation which will meet them on #11 sides. Sir, the
good and bail men here, if there be any of the latter descrip¬
tion, will equally be found to concur in this. But who ever

heard until a few days ago that the honor of the country was

involved ' Was not President Jackson sedulous enough for
the jrreservation of the honor of the country ' During the
eight years of hi* administration it wn* thought no dishonor
that the Government should allow a question of this nature
to be arbitrated. What has produced so great a change now '

Are we more sensible of public honor than he was ? Arc we
more sensible of the public honor than our predecessors in the
Government of this country ' Sir, there is no dishonor in
the further conducting of pacific negotiations. Nay, in my
opinion there will be more honor in continuing the negotia¬
tions than in internetting thein by hasty and ill-advised con¬

duct upon this floor. What is the aspect which wo should
present to the country, supposing the case reversed, and the
question brought up in the British Parliament, and language
of insult and contumely indulged in * Would any one under
such irritation be disposed to listen to conciliatory terms of
peace > We ought not, then, to do that which, if done by
others, we should lie disposed to resent as the highest indig¬
nity. I«t us a|iply this argument to ourselves. If we seize
every occasion, at the commencement as well as in the pro¬
gress of the controversy, to heap every sort of contumely ujion
our adversaries, what are we to expect at their hands ' Why,
that they should refuse all just conciliation.

Sir, I repeat, it is not for the purpose of entering into an

exposition of any opinions of my own that I now address
you. Let the proceedings of thts morning go abroad, as they
of course must do, and they will lie hailed as an omen of
peace ; ami that jwace cannot fail to be seenml unless we, by
some egregious act of folly, disturb the relations at present
existing. The controversy can be terminated, and with honor
to the country, in the progress of further negotiations. I be¬
lieve as firmly as I do any thing which exists that such will he
its termination.

Siri I am indifferent whether the resolutions he now laid
upon the tabic or discussed at large. And I put it to Sena-
tore on both sides of the Chamber, how can it possibly be of

any importance ? Suppose the resolutions should be laid up¬
on the table, in conformity with the motion of the Senator
from North Carolina, does he suppose that will interru|>t the
progress of the consideration of the subject' Discussion muat
come, aud I hope it will come \ for I ain gratified to find that
it will not produce a similar degree of alarm in the couutry to
that which a debate a few days ago produced.

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then rose and observed that the
Senator from North Carolina had said he would move to laythe whole subject upon the table. He assured that honorable
Senator that whenever-he did ao, his motion should receive at
least one other vote liesides his own. He fully concurred with
him that it ought to be ao disposed of, and that it was highly
improper for the Senate to proceed to the discussion of this
matter, except in Executive session, while negotiations were

going on. lie trusted the Senator would cither make the jno-tion which lie had proposed, or else submit a proposition to re¬
move the subject from the Legislative to the ExecuUve re¬
cords. He would not object to the discussion of it there, for
that was the appropriate place; but he regretted every enort,
every attempt that was made to discuss the question at this
crisis lieforc the country, especially if it were the object of any
person on that floor to "prepare the hearts of the people lor
war." In his opinion the resolution# necessarily involved an

advisory power. The Executive was entitled to the initiative
iu all these matters, and it did not become the Senate to as
Hume it. It was the duty of the Senate, when negotiations
were o(>cned, or were expected to be opened, to wait until Uu*
President informed them whether he had made a treaty, and,
if so, until he had presented the treaty to them. If they wero
iti ma. ouiiiuui in fevof of the rcaoiutiofui or of tifft
amendments Ttimy wvuW xiaiH1 coitu»ilteJr^c<teiliiCl©d by
legislative vote iu the face of the whole country. U must bm
maniicst to every one that, whether they decided for the forty-
ninth parallel or for the whole of Oregon, it would be a pre¬
judging of the question. If they should act upon those reso¬
lutions before the Executive had acted and had recommended
action to them, it would Imj assuming the initiative, which did
not belong to them under the Constitution of the United
States. Put the case that the resolutions were voted down
and the amendment* substituted, (it could not be by a very
large vote, by the way,) what would lie their jiosition A
majority would have said or recommended a settlement of tha
question by the parallel of forty-nine. And suppose that the
President could obtain better terms ; or suppose, in the exer¬
cise of his discretion in conducting the negotiations, he should
determine to accept twenty-eight degrees twenty mmutca an
the boundary, taking half of Oregon, would it not be involv¬
ing the matter in difficulty and embarrassment > He would
not hesitate to meet the question when presented fairly and
properly, but let it not bo forced upon them ; let it come from
the President; for on htm devolved the whole responsibility.
Let the Senate not take from him any portion of the respon¬
sibility which properly belonged to him, nor assume his office.
He related that, according to the letter as well as the sprit
of the Constitution, the Senate had not the initiative » and it
did not become ihetn to express an opinion ; they should leave
the matter where the Constitution had placed it.

Mr. HANNEGAN said that he entertained the most pro¬
found respect for the opinions of the distinguished Senator
from Delaware, but it certainly seemed to him strange to hear
from a gentleman of his learning and experience the declara¬
tion that the Senate had 110 right to assume the initiative
under any slate of facts. It seemed to him that the Hepre-
sentatives of the sovereign States of this Union have a right to
take the initiative upon any question involving a right to
American territory. It seemed to him that there could be no
power behind which they were bound to conceal or to hide
themselves until the strings should be pulled and they allowed
to proceed to action.
The Senator from Delaware said it would bo interfering

with negotiations. What negotiations > Had not the Presi¬
dent iu his message informed them that there was no proposi¬
tion now pending ; that the last proposition from tins Govern¬
ment had met with acavalier rejection, and had l»eeii instantly
withdrawn ' Hail not the President told them that the nego¬
tiations, for the present, at any rate, were at an end ? Nego- 4tiations could now only be resumed by an offer from tile
British Government, for he felt assured, from the high and
manly ground assumed by the President in his message, that
he at least would not renew them. The President now called
upon the Senate to aid him in the settlement of the question,
and published to the world the entire diplomatic correspon¬
dence upon the subject, thereby showing conclusively that
negotiations had ended. What would be thought of any
Government which would make pintle diplomatic correspon¬
dence befcww siptmi^i was* s4 an and '

In reference to the remarks of tha Senator from NorthCa¬
rolina, he bail but a single word to say. He had
claimed an intention to oast any imputation oMft r»o«-
dent; and it was unnecessary to repeat it, as, in all the oedw
nary transactions of life, if one explanation be not Mvamt,
he could go no further. How could it be an attack on the
President, with this language of his own before them lMr-
H ax* kg a* here read a portion of the President s message. J
What had he done more than reassert what he had lumselt
asserted ' The title to Oregon must be sustained, as it had
been already nobly sustained by the Senator from 8outb Ca¬
rolina and by the present Secretary of Bute. And lie would
ask, in what quarter of this country would they find an assem¬
bly of American citizen* who would go for the relinquish¬
ment of a single foot of it ? With the irrefragable testimony
of our title which existed, there would be as much propriety
in the surrender of Florida, or of Maine, or Massachusetts.
Gentlemen talk about the rights of England ; he had yet to
hear the first substantial argument or proof in favor of Eng¬
land's title beyond the right of a tenant. No man could pro-,duce any such proof. No man could do more than Mr. I a-

kenhain had done to establish England's title, and he had,
after all, signally failed.

... u . «.The Senator from South Carolina had told them that ho
was as warm a friend of Oregon as any man that could be
found in the country. Doubtless he so believed ; but, if he
were a true mother, he would not l*> willing to cut the child
in two, and give away one half. Look at the map of Ore¬
gon ; the whole control of the north Pacific lies above he
forty-ninth |mrallel.the whole maritime control, every harbor
worth possessing. And yst he woujd give it away.
The Senator declares (continued Mr. Haj«**oai«) that he

has always been the devoted friend of Oregon. He congratu¬
lates himsell upon the fact, and 1 am sorry to see that a por¬
tion <»f the press of the country has iterated and reiterated, in
relation to his views, that beautiful expreaaion embodying th»
Fabian policy, and used, I believe, by I-ord Chatham, A
wise and masterly inactivity." I must say that I regret to see
this policy so highly lauded in connexion with this question.
I resiiect the talents as well as the high standing which lhat
distinguished Senator occupies among the members of the hu¬
man familv, but I have, 1 confer, lit.kadmin.Uon for he
course which the Senator pursues upon this question. Had
the bill to which the Senator alluded paascd through Congress
and bccomc a law, Oregon would have been °"r*j<W.ntythousand rifles would have secured it t but you refused to iict;
you held back, when you might, dospito every haxard, ha\c
secured your right.

.,The masses were waiting in expectation of your movement;
they were waiting in the expectation that ^c ('OTer"",c"
would back them; but they waited in vain, and this is the r^milt of your " wise and masterly inactivity. '

and masterly inactivity" has rumed Oregon. I *
*ay this 1,. unkinttmxw , I ~y it ^"wfoUy ; for lament
iU results. Sir, I was about to say, snd I do not know whe¬
ther it l« out of place at this time, that the precipitancy of tha
Senator in relation to Texas presents a remarkable coutrast
to his «« wise and masterly inactivity in relaUon to Oregon.
I charge no improper motives upon any Senator, ami least of
all upon the distinguiahed Senator from South Carolina ; but
it appears to me that when a question of territorial acquisition
arises ui>on the Northwest there ia not the. same readiness on
the part of Southern gentlemen to participate. Precipitancy,
the Senator says, in relation to Texas, was wise, but not so in

the case of Oregon. Heaven knows there has l>e«ii time
enough for maturing plans , it is now time for action. I he
two countries stand front to front; and, my life on it, if it were
a question with Mexico, this would bo the golden moment«
if it were for the acquisition of Cuba, or some poMWBlona far¬
ther still amid the horning regions of Panama, it would b«
the golden moment. Sir, I hope a majority in this Senate
will not reject these resolutions. They aasert onlv what ino
President has asserted, and no more.

Mr. CALHOUN said ho was no greater advocate for the
acquisition of territory in the South than in the *

honorable Senator was perfectly aware of tassen''
this subject. Whilst he was a member of Mr. M«uoes
Cabinct he had always been averse to disturb p«^ofSpain in Cuba; he was so now t he would

an-ive.make such a movement. When the propw '
_.^^and this subject be brought upfetM*£ rMmnm which g«vbe able to show, beyond.ill d<*£; '

VOrned him also uponverned him upon the 'Texas <,oesNon. c
^tww<nthis question ; ami that tf there^ J ^ ^ means to bethe Senator and himself, .< "»

.; Ue more par-employed in effecting the mh
^ to the observ-ticulaily to make some .
tho Senator

tint torn
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